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SOUTH DAKOTA

Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 

Look out for complacency!
The word burst 

my bubble. My 
cross country 

coach had jotted me 
a note of congratula-
tions after a successful 
season, including 
seventh place in the 
state meet. Not bad. 

In the note, he commended me and 
then gave me the bubble-bursting “c” 
word: complacency. “Look out for com-
placency!” he wrote. I wasn’t exactly 
sure what the word meant, but from 
the context, I could tell he was saying, 
“Look out! Don’t rest on your laurels. 
Keep striving. Work.”

The dictionary confirmed that general 
meaning:

com•pla-cent 1. Contented to a 
fault; self-satisfied.

Complacency is a danger in many areas 
of life — in athletics, at work, in our 
relationships, in our spiritual lives, in 
our congregational life.

I see complacency at work in my spiri-
tual life when I neglect my prayer and 
devotional life; when I think my current 
level of giving to the Lord’s work is 
enough (and it hasn’t changed in a 
couple of years, even though my income 
has risen and so have expenses at the 
church); when I think there’s enough 
happening in the district already and 
I don’t have to address a new need or 
concern. (“There’s already so much to 
do!” I reason.)

How are things going in your life? In 
your relationship with Christ? In your 
service to others?

How are things going in the life of your 
congregation? Has attendance in wor-
ship plateaued? How is it going follow-
ing up on visitors to worship? How do 
you feel about your personal offering on 
Sunday? Your congregation’s offering 
to ministry beyond your community? 
Is your congregation meeting a very 
obvious need in your community? Or 
are you waiting for another church to 
take care of it?

It’s always good to evaluate our lives as 
God’s people. As we do so, we are no 

doubt led to the conclusion that we do 
not love enough, serve enough, obey 
enough, give enough. Indeed, we all sin 
and fall far short of the glory of God 
and His expectations.

How good it is to know that God knows 
this about us and still loves us. Jesus is 
living proof of this!

Moreover, God blesses us with all that 
we need — and much of what we want 
— as we live as pilgrims in this world.

He also blesses us with a mission: to 
make disciples and to serve our neigh-
bors. So many people need to know the 
Lord. So many have other needs as they 

See MESSAGE, page 8
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STEWARDSHIP

Hemingway speaks on growing 
hostility toward Christianity

Leaving a legacy

On Aug. 19, the South 
Dakota District Young 
Adult Service Area (YASA) 
hosted nationally renowned 
journalist and commentator 
Mollie Ziegler Hemingway 
at Zion Lutheran Church, 
Sioux Falls. Hemingway’s 
presentation, titled “Being 
Lutheran in the 21st Centu-
ry,” focused on the challenges 
of being a Lutheran Chris-
tian in a society and culture 
that is becoming increasingly 
hostile to the Christian faith. 

Speaking from her experiences as a 
Christian journalist in the Washington, 
D.C. area, Hemingway shared her per-

Mollie Ziegler 
Hemingway

spective on how she has seen 
animosity toward Christians 
become more commonplace 
within politics, the court 
system, journalism and our 
American culture.

The two-hour presentation 
can be viewed at sddlcms.org/
PA_Young_Adult.html.

Hemingway is a senior editor 
at the online news maga-
zine The Federalist. She has 
appeared as a commentator 
on CNN, MSNBC, Fox News 

and Fox Business. Mollie and her family 
are members of Immanuel Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Alexandria, Va.

By Rev. Kory Janneke 
Pastor, Faith, Sioux Falls

My grandmother, Dorothy 
Janneke, entered her rest 
with Jesus in 2003. She died 

rather suddenly and left behind a new 
apartment, filled with her belongings. 
Our family gathered to prepare for 
her funeral and sort through all of her 
things. 

I claimed several of my grandmother’s 
devotional books. In one of them, I 
found a faded note card on which my 
grandmother wrote, “Why do I live? I 
live to fulfill God’s purpose for me. As 
a Christian, I look upon my life as a sa-
cred trust. I am a steward, a custodian 
and keeper of it. ‘Take my life and let it 
be consecrated Lord to Thee.’ ”

Perhaps she wrote this note during a 
sermon or workshop. I’m not sure. I do 
know that she kept this note because 
she believed these words! I was a teen-
ager when I discovered this note, but I, 
too, held onto my grandmother’s words.

My grandmother was part of what 
Tom Brokaw calls “The Greatest 
Generation.” This generation is known 
for hard work, generosity, resilience, 
civic-mindedness and similar values. 
It doesn’t take a sociologist to see that 
“The Greatest Generation,” for the 
most part, is also a faithful generation. 
Members of “The Greatest Genera-
tion” are known for their dedication to 
their congregations and support of the 
Church’s ministry.

With subsequent generations, this 
dedication has faded. Many Christians 
have not been taught that their life 
is a “a sacred trust” from the Lord or 
that they are called to be custodians of 
God’s gifts. However, while generations 
change, our Lord does not. His gracious 
gifts in Christ continue to flow! 

Our Synod explains stewardship in 
this way: “Christian stewardship is the 
free and joyous activity of the child of 
God and God’s family, the church, in 
managing all of life and life’s resources 
for God’s purposes.”

How will current and future genera-
tions of Christians be able to manage 
“all of life and life’s resources” in 
Godly ways unless mature stewards 
instill this truth in their children, 
grandchildren and fellow congrega-
tion members?

Here are a few ideas about  
leaving a steward’s legacy:

▶  Teach your children the basics 
of personal finances: budgeting, 
living within their means and 
avoiding debt.

▶  Make a point to explain your 
tithing practice. How do you seek 
to be generous toward the Lord in 
response to His constant generos-
ity to you?

▶  Arrange a Thrivent Action Team and 
work together as a family to tackle 
a service project for your church or 
community.

▶  Explain how you use your vocational 
skills to serve your neighbors.

▶  Help your children give offerings in 

age-appropriate ways, such as con-
tributing pocket change to the LWML 
mite box, or learning to tithe a portion 
of their allowance.

▶  Finally, and most importantly, teach 
your children (especially by your 
example) to value God’s blessings for 
us in times of worship, Bible study and 
family devotions. 

While generations change, 
our Lord does not. His 

gracious gifts in Christ continue to 
flow.”
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Send submissions for the 
district supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher
▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.com
or  
 ▶  8605 Woodland Dr.;  

Black Hawk, SD 57718
The deadline for the March issue is Jan. 15.

Please send photos with a minimum resolution of 
300 dpi. Digital submissions are preferred. 

CALL INFORMATION
ACCEPTED
▶  The Rev. Marcus 

Ring, St. Paul, 
Shreveport, La., 
from St. John, 
Gregory, Nov. 27.

PENDING
▶  The Rev. Marty 

Reed, Zion, Pop-
lar Bluff, Mo., received a call of 
pastor from Grace/Blessed 
Emmanuel, Deadwood/Stur-
gis, Nov. 7.

DECLINED
▶  The Rev. Paul Winckler, Zion, 

Rapid City, from St. Paul, Free-
man, Nov. 19.

VACANCIES
▶  Grace/Blessed Emmanuel,  

Deadwood/Sturgis 
▶  St. Paul, Freeman
▶  Emmanuel/Christ,  

Gettysburg/Lebanon
▶  St. John, Gregory
▶  St. John, Howard
▶  Mount Calvary, Huron  

(associate pastor)
▶  St. Paul, Leola
▶  St. Peter/St. John, Midland, 

Norris
▶  Faith, Pierre (senior pastor)
▶  Zion, Sioux Falls (assistant 

pastor)
▶  First/Emmanuel, Wall/ 

Creighton

The Festival of the Refor-
mation was celebrated 
by members of the 

Mitchell Circuit Oct. 30 at 
Faith Lutheran Church, 
Parkston. The congregation 
stood and sang the opening 
hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is 
Our God” as a procession 
of nine pastors entered 
the sanctuary. The Rev. 
Kenneth Soyk, pastor 
of the host congrega-
tion, served as liturgist 
for the service and the 
Rev. Mark Mischnick, 
pastor Zion Lutheran 
Church, Chamberlain, 
served as lector. 

The Rev. Todd Koll-
baum, director, LCMS 
Rural & Small Town 
Mission, proclaimed 
the afternoon message.

“Although 499 years 
prior to this day Mar-
tin Luther posted his 

99 Theses to the Wittenberg 
Church door, nothing has 
changed, the church is still 
full of sinners,” Kollbaum 
said. “Seeking a freedom 
from within, one that would 
serve their purpose, the 
Pharisees often tried to trick 

Jesus. Even today this is 
the world’s notion of 
freedom; freedom has 
to look exactly how we 
want it to look. That 
kind of freedom shack-
les us. 

“It is the truth that 
sets us free. Martin 

Luther knew this. As Luther stood up 
to the world, we nearly 500 years later 
celebrate the heart of our faith — the 
Gospel of Christ, the Good News — 
that makes us free. It is all about Jesus 
Christ and no other. That is who we 
are.”

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
will celebrate the 500th anniversary of 
the Reformation throughout 2017. The 

Circuit celebrates Reformation

year-long celebration will follow the 
theme: Reformation 2017, “It Still Is All 
About Jesus.”

The service closed with the congrega-
tion joining in singing “Lord Keep Us 
Steadfast In Thy Word.”

Following the service, everyone was 
invited to come together for food and 
fellowship in the church basement. 

Rev. Todd  
Kollbaum
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LWML HILITES

Lisa Asmus
LWML 
South Dakota 
District President

Happy New Year! It 
is 2017! So what is 

your new year’s reso-
lution this year? New 
year’s resolutions are 
a tradition, when we 
make a promise to do 
an act of self-improve-
ment or something 
nice. I stopped making 
them quite a few years 
ago because regardless of my inten-
tions, I never seemed to stick with it, so 
I just stopped making them.

While visiting our son in Japan in 
November, we met a Japanese woman 
named Yoko. She asked us if we were 
religious. We told her that we believe in 
Jesus. 

When we asked her if she was religious, 
she said, “That is a good question.” She 

shared with us how she believes there is 
something in the universe bigger than 
us, but she doesn’t like to name him. 
She prays to whatever god she is near. 
She just wants everyone to have a little 
good happen to them. We shared with 
her that we believe that the God who 
created her loves her so much that He 
also died on the cross for her sins. 

God has blessed us with the gift of His 
Son, Jesus, whose birthday we just cele-
brated. Soon we will also set aside time 
to remember His suffering, death and 
resurrection that He accomplished for 

No resolutions needed
(We are the 
Body of Christ!)

Yoko

the forgiveness of our sins — including 
broken promises (resolutions)! 

We don’t really need to make resolu-
tions to begin each year. Because of 
what Jesus did for us, we already are 
the body of Christ, “resolutely” living 
our lives as God’s people. This starts 
with being in the Word. As God’s chil-
dren, we can show acts of kindness in 
everyday life:
▶  Let someone else go ahead of you in 

line.
▶  Open doors for others. 
▶  Use your words to build people up 

and not tear them down.
▶  Welcome others to work with you 

when you serve.
▶  Be happy for others when something 

good happens to them.
▶  Send notes of encouragement to peo-

ple in your church or community.

I’m sure you can think of one that is just 
right for the situation!

In this 75th year of the LWML, let’s 
make it our daily mission to serve the 
Lord with a happy heart, reaching out 
to people that you meet — people like 
Yoko!

Have you made your plans to go to the 
37th Biennial LWML Convention June 
22-25 in Albuquerque, N.M.?

Early registration 
begins Feb. 1. For 
convention registra-
tion and other in-
formation, check out 
the winter Lutheran 
Women’s Quarterly or 
go to lwml.org/ 
convention. 

Hotel reservations 
can be made now. If 

you are riding the district bus to the 
convention, your hotel reservations are 
taken care of. 

The bus registration deadline is Jan. 8. 
Forms are at sdlwml.org — 

click the “2017 LWML Al-
buquerque Convention” link 

at the top of the page — 
and the zone presidents 
have also been given 
copies to share.

Convention registration 
is $175 from Feb. 1 to 
March 13, $195 from 

March 14 to May 9, and 
$220 May 10 or later.

Bring your “bling!” We 
will celebrate LWML’s 
75th birthday with the 
Diamond Dazzle.

“Therefore God has highly 
exalted Him and bestowed 
on Him the name that is 
above every name.”

Hurry!
Bus signup deadline is Jan. 8

Save the date
The LWML South Dakota 
District Retreat will be held 
Friday and Saturday, April 21-
22, at St. Paul, Aberdeen.

The theme is “Treasured.” What 
is more precious than diamonds? 
You! 

You are the precious daughter of 
your heavenly Father, who claims 
you as His own. From a plain old 
lump of coal to a dazzling diamond, 
you are transformed in Christ. And 
you shine brilliantly as you reflect 
God’s glory.

Bring a friend!

The LWML’s 75th birthday will 
also be celebrated.

Stay tuned for more details.
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

‘A fresh 
start’
For many 

people, the 
beginning of a 

new year means a 
fresh start on life, 
a new beginning, 
a second chance. 
What’s in the past 
is in the past. The 
old has gone and 
the new has come. 

Many take advan-
tage of the fresh, 
new start, usually 
in the form of new year’s resolutions. 
They are unhappy or disappointed with 
their past and desire to do something 
different to better their lives or the lives 
of those around them.

For us as Christians, every day is a 
fresh, new start because of Jesus and 
our baptism into His death and res-
urrection. Because of Jesus’ sacrificial 
death on the cross and resurrection 
from the grave, all our wrongs, faults, 
mistakes and sins are a thing of the past 

and we are given a second chance to 
correct our way of life so that we would 
love God and love our neighbor as our-
selves. Of course, like many new year’s 
resolutions, we fail to stick with it. But 
thanks be to God that His mercies are 
new every morning and each day is a 
new day to start all over again.

This is how it was for the apostle Peter. 
You may recall that Peter denied his 
Lord three times following Jesus’ arrest, 
even after he had confidently pro-
claimed that he would die with Christ 
rather than turn away from Him. It 
doesn’t get much worse than that — 
than denying Jesus. 

But in John 21:15-19, we see Jesus giv-
ing Peter a second chance, a fresh start. 
After asking Peter three times if he 
loved Him, Jesus instructs Peter to feed 
and tend His sheep. Jesus put Peter’s 
past denials behind him, forgave him 
of his sin and trusted him to minister 
to the people of God entrusted into his 
care.

You were given a fresh start, forgiven 
through the blood of Jesus, to love and 
care for the people of this world. For 
this reason, the women of the LWML 
feed and tend the sheep and lambs of 
Jesus with His gifts of love and mercy. 
So the time is now for a fresh start to 
care for people with the Gospel of Jesus.

Therefore, if 
anyone is in 

Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. 
All this is from God, who 
through Christ reconciled us 
to himself and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation.”

  – 2 Cor. 5:17-18

As your LWML South Dakota District 
secretary, one of my duties is to compile 
a directory that includes all of the 
society, zone and district officers. Please 
help me to accomplish this by turn-
ing in your reports to the appropriate 
people.

Society presidents, your Society Officer 
report is due by Jan. 15. Please make 
sure you have an email contact for your 
society and an accurate count of your 
members. Even if your officers haven’t 
changed, please send a report. You will 

send the report to your zone secretary. 
Zone secretaries, your reports are due 
to the district secretary, Susan Swanson 
by Feb. 1. 

You may find the forms at sdlwml.
org. Scroll down to “Helps” and click 
“LWML SD District Forms & Helps.” 
The officer report forms are in two 
formats: 
▶  a PDF file that you print, fill in and 

mail; or,
▶  an Excel form that you fill out, save 

and email. 

Please choose the one that pertains 
to your office. Thank you and God’s 
blessings.

Susan Swanson
LWML South Dakota District secretary

Get your reports in 

Rev. Steve  
Weispfenning
LWML District  
Counselor
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What better way to live your life to the 
fullest by giving of yourself to others? 
There are so many different ways you 
can give, be it your time or talents, 
fellowship or a smile.

God has called you to be part of some-
thing great in the LWML. I encourage 
all young women to come to Albuquer-

que, N.M., this summer and be a part of 
the LWML’s Diamond Dazzle celebra-
tion. Attending the Diamond Dazzle 
will provide ideas and encouragement 
to help us use our time and talents to 
their fullest potential in order to serve 
the Lord with gladness. 

We had a wonderful time at our district 

The Evening LWML of Our Redeemer Lu-
theran Church, Sioux Falls, gathered to bake 
cookies in November for the guests staying 
at the Ronald McDonald House near Sanford 
Hospital. The following cookies were mixed 
and baked in the house kitchen: Pumpkin 
Chocolate Chip, Ginger-Snap, Peanut Butter 
Blossoms, Frosted Pumpkin and Cowboy. The 
bakers were, from left, Barb Ewoldt, Marg 
Wosje, Karen Morfitt, Trisha Nussbaum, Pam 
Berg, Marcia Ryken, Courtney Rosendahl, Tina 
Lenz, Sharon Miller and Heather Miller. The 
evening was closed with a devotion.

And cookies for all!

convention in Pierre; so many talented 
young women with wonderful ideas 
about how to serve the Lord. Please 
prayerfully consider attending the 
Diamond Dazzle in Albuquerque. We 
would love to you have you there!

God calls you to use what gifts, talents 
and qualities He has given you to serve 
Him. 

“Each of you should use whatev-
er gift you have received to serve 
others, as faithful stewards of God’s 
grace in its various forms.”  
1 Peter 4:10 (NIV)

God wants you! Serve Him in your own 
unique way.

The 63rd annual LWML Mitchell Zone 
Fall Rally was held Oct. 9 at Redeemer, 
Armour.

Opening devotions were led by the Rev. 
Jens Jenson, Redeemer pastor.

Redeemer LWML President Judy Wun-
der welcomed the 45 members, seven 
guests and two pastors in attendance. 
She then introduced the afternoon’s 
guest speakers, Ted and Kimberly Dib-
bern of Cairo, Neb., who were accom-
panied by Comfort Dog Moses. The 
Dibberns shared information about the 
Comfort Dog ministry. 

These Golden Retrievers are a bridge for 
compassionate ministry, often opening 
doors for conversation about faith and 
ways to share the mercy, compassion, 
and presence of Jesus Christ. 

A Gifts from the Heart 
collection of $816 was 
given to the ministry. 
Most will be used to 
purchase stuffed comfort 
dogs to be handed out to 
those suffering in times 
of disaster. It was inter-
esting to learn how the 
comfort dogs are trained 
and used.

Each society was en-

couraged to bring $75 to the National 
Convention in June as the LWML cele-
brates 75 years in 2017. Zone President 
Deb Haak encouraged every society to 
celebrate by doing something special 
that reflected on the number 75. 

Haak, a member of St. 
Paul, Plankinton, was 
elected zone president 
and Londa Fink of Zion, 
Delmont, was elected 
treasurer. They were 
installed by the Rev. 
Richard Milbrandt, zone 
counselor and pastor, St. 
Paul, Plankinton, and 
Trinity, White Lake.

News from the 
MITCHELL ZONE

Comfort Dog 
Moses
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

Lutherans For Life of South Da-
kota will again conduct an essay 
contest in 2017. Here’s what you 
need to know:

▶  There are two divisions: grades 
6-7 and grades 9-12.

▶  Students are to write a life-af-
firming essay based on the 2017 
LFL Conference theme “Hope 
for Life” and using 1 Peter 3:15: 
“but in your hearts honor Christ 
the Lord as holy, always being 
prepared to make a defense to 
anyone who asks you for a rea-
son for the hope that is in you; 
yet do it with gentleness and 
respect.”

▶  Grades 6-8 should submit essays 
up to 400 words; grades 9-12 up 
to 750 words. Entries should be 
emailed to jjohns8@yahoo.com 
by March 15.

▶  Examples of life topics the essay 
could deal with are abortion, 
the handicapped, infanticide, 
cloning, stem-cell research, 
physician-assisted suicide or 
euthanasia.

▶  All sources for references, 
statistics and quotes should be 
incorporated within the essay 
and then included in a bibliogra-
phy at the end.

▶  Contestants must be members 
of a Lutheran church or attend 
a Lutheran school in South 
Dakota.

Information about prizes and 
detailed rules will be published on 
the LFL page in the January 2017 
issue of the district supplement 
to The Lutheran Witness. Contact 
your pastor or Lutheran school, or 
send an email to jjohns8@yahoo.
com for more information.

Attention students:

Time to 
write your 
essay

2017 prayer calendar
Lutherans For Life of South Dakota, Inc. 
is encouraging everyone to join us in 
prayer with a specific topic each week. 
Each month we will list suggest-
ed subjects of prayer.

January: 
New Year prayers
Jan. 1 
Pray for our Lutheran congre-
gations, that God will equip our 
pastors to boldly preach His Word.

Jan. 8 
Pray for our brothers and sisters in 
Christ so we willingly serve our Lord.  

Jan. 15 
Pray for the Roe vs. Wade Supreme 
Court decision to be overturned this 
year.

Jan. 22 
Pray for the work of Lutherans For Life, 
that the Lord will provide us with the 
strength to encourage others in all stages 
of life.

Jan. 29 
Pray for our nation’s leaders and for 
God’s guidance in their decision making 
in America.

February: 
Prayers for mercy
Feb. 5 
Pray for unwed mothers, that the Lord 
provide them help with their unique 
challenges and that they faithfully fulfill 
their vocation as mother

Feb. 12 
Pray for unwed fathers, that the Lord 
provide them help with their unique 
challenges and that they faithfully fulfill 
their vocation as father

Feb. 19 
Pray for children who are separated from 
either father or mother, or both, that they 
be provided with the parents they need

Feb. 26 
Pray for foster children, orphaned chil-
dren, abandoned children and all chil-
dren without a father and mother, that 
the Heavenly Father support and provide 
them with their daily bread.

The annual meeting of Lutherans For 
Life of South Dakota, Inc. will be held at 1 
p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 7, at Zion Lutheran 
Church, Mitchell.

All Life Chapter members or Life Team 
members or any friends of Life are en-
couraged to attend.

A business meeting and program will be 
held, and the regular quarterly meeting 
of the Board of Directors will follow the 
annual meeting. The snow date is Jan. 21.

Attend annual meeting
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YOUTH ADULTS

The work of the YASA

The pastors in the South Dakota Dis-
trict, along with the district president 
and staff, are always busy organizing 
important events and working to sup-
port the Saints in congregations from 
Spearfish to Dakota Dunes. But some 
of this work is more visible, some is less 
visible and the work of the Young Adult 
Service Area (YASA) tends to fall under 
the latter. 

But less visible does not necessarily 
mean less important.

The Young Adult Service Area is a com-
mittee called into existence at the dis-
trict convention (held every three years) 
to help South Dakota District congre-
gations and pastors in their interactions 
with young adults. There is a chair of 
the service area, along with pastoral 
representatives from every circuit in the 
district. The YASA meets twice a year 
and the sole purpose of the meetings is 
to help the district pastors engage this 
very challenging demographic called 
“young adults.”

One cannot define “young adults” 
easily. The people included in this group 
range from post-high school (attending 
college or not); to single income, no 
dependents; dual income, no depen-
dents (basically young, married couples 
without children); and young families 

with children. The people within these 
categories represent a vital part of our 
congregations, families and communi-
ties, yet engaging them with the truth 
of the Gospel can be difficult. We want 
pastors to have direct and useful tools to 
accomplish this task, so we do our best 
to give them those tools.

Two pastors conferences are held every 
yeear, in which every pastor in the 
district will attend. Provided at these 
conferences is a newsletter focused sole-

ly on helping pastors reach out to young 
adults. Every newsletter begins with 
a unique challenge facing pastors and 
congregations in reaching young adults,  
and then a practical solution coupled 
with catechetical instruction to make 
the solution workable and effective is 
offered

Here are some examples of the challeng-
es the committee has addressed in the 
past:

▶  “The Young Christian and Civic 
Government,” written by Rev. Silas 
Mehl, Zion, Canistota, and St. John, 
Montrose.

▶  “Which Church Is Your Church 
Home?” written by the Rev. Kelly 
Smith Jr., Mount Calvary, Huron.

▶  “Lack of Trust between Older and 
Younger Parishioners,” written by the 
Rev. Timothy Koch, Concordia, Cres-
bard, and Immanuel, Wecota.

Once the newsletters are distributed, 
pastors then take these newsletters back 
to their circuits and discuss at circuit 
meetings how best to use the informa-
tion they’ve received.

Less visible does not mean less import-
ant, and the YASA will continue to work 
with pastors to equip them and their 
congregations to meet the challenges 
facing this broad but important group 
of people.

MESSAGE
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

might be stuck in the hopelessness and 
helplessness of a relationship gone bad, 
an unforeseen natural or fiscal calamity 
or a surprising and unwelcome health 
diagnosis.

In view of God’s blessings and the 
needs of so many people around you, 
I urge you, do not grow complacent 
in your Christian life. Keep on study-
ing. Keep on worshiping. Keep on 
giving and serving. In fact, with God’s 
strength and by His Word and Spirit, 
turn up your study and service and giv-
ing a notch in the New Year. What you 

do for the Lord will be blessed. And 
you yourself will experience growth in 
your life of faith.
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